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INTRODUCTION

Albacore tuna (7hunnus alalunga) is a highly migratory species found worldwide in
temperate seas. Albacore caught off Oregon belong to the North Pacific stock and are
generally juvenile or sub-adult fish that have not spawned. During their trans -Pacific
migrations, vessels of several nhations target albacore including the United States, Canada,
Taiwan, and Japan. The United States West Coasighery harvests this stock during the
summer and early fall months.
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off Oregon since 1929 when the fishery expanded north from the traditional Southern
California grounds. Originally, both bait-boats and jig-boats fished for albacore off Oregon,
but in recent years jig boats have predominated. Bait fishing with live anchovies is once
again beginning to gain some popularity, especially late in the season, but is still less
common in Oregon due to live anchovies being unavailable in Oregon ports. The west coast
fleet consists primarily of vessels ranging from 20 to 60 feet in length, with multiple permits
to harvest crab, salmon, or groundfish at other times of the year. Crews range in size from
single-handed small boats up to large freezer boats with a crew of 10 or more, but on most
boats, there are two to four aboard. Albacore boats employ several methods of

preservation including ice for one to three -day fishing trips, and blast- or brine-freezing
equipment for indefinite excursions at sea. Some of the larger freezer boats (>60 ft.) travel
the North Pacific year-round while primarily fishing for albacore.

An agreement under the 1981 US/Canada Albacore treatyallows up to 45 Canadian vessels
to fish and land tuna in the US Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), between June 15 and
September 15. Authorized ports for Canadian vessels landing albacore in Oregon are
Astoria, Newport, and Charleston.

Commercial albacore landings in Oregon have been highly variable long-term (Eigure 1).
Low years include zero landings in the early 1930s and less than half a million pounds in
1954, to over 22 million pounds in 1944, and almost 38 million pounds in 1968. Over the
last 30 years(1990-2019), landings in Oregon have averaged 7.5 million pounds per year.
Beginning in 2005 under the Highly Migratory Species Fisheries Management Plan, the
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) required vessels to submit logbook data while
fishing for albacore inside the 200-mile EEZ. Prior to this, the logbook program was
voluntary and only vessels fishing outside the EEZ were required to submit logbooks under
the High Seas Fishing Compliance Act.
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Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW), the NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science
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Center (SWFSC) and the Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC). This report
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Recreational Boat Survey (ORBS) conducts recreational albacore fishery sampling. Sport

fishing for albacore off Oregon has grown in popul arity since 2000, especially in the past

decade.
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Figure 1. Historical landings of albacore tuna into Oregon from 19 35-2021.

2021 COMMERCIAL ALBACORE FISHERY

Ocean Conditions and Fleet Activity

Warm water temperatures began approaching the Oregon coast from the southwest in
mid-June, bringing with it hopes for an early albacore season. The warmwaters dissipated
before settling in for the season in the latter half of July, and the seasonwas off to a slow
start due to the distance to the albacore grounds. Sea surface temperatures steadily
increased through August with fluctuations in temperature as wind events caused upwelling
to occur on occasion (Fgure 2). Weather remained favorable until mid - August when gale
winds from the north and swell nearing 20 feet forced the fleet into port. Due to th is
weather event, September was off to a slow start, and those that did make it out reported a
slow bite. Effort improved as the month progressed and weather allowed. Reports of an
improved bite in late September resulted in renewed effort . However, as October arrived,
fall weather patterns caused warm sea surface temperatures to disperseand effort
dwindled.
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Figure 2. Sea surface temperature plots off Oregon and Washington July 20 a&October 17. Images
courtesy of Craig Risien, Oregon State University, Northwest Association of Networked Ocean Observing
Systems (NANOOS)

Albacore Landings

The preliminary estimate of total volume of albacore landed in Oregon during the 2021
season is 3,214,060 pounds. This reflects 41% of the teryear averageof 7.7 million pounds
from 2011-2020. The 2021 season has producedhe lowest seasonal volume total in
Oregon since 1991 when 1.25 million pounds were landed (Figure 3). The landings occurred
over 499 total trips, reflecting just 42% of the ten -year average of 1,180 trips from 2011-
2020.
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Figure 3. Total pounds of albacore landed (left axis) and number of albacore vessel trip landings (right
axis) in Oregon by year,1988-2021.



